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Week 5 Term 3 QUALITY   RESPECT   RESPONSIBILITY 22 AUGUST 2018 

Education Week Open Day, Book Parade and Book 
Fair 

Pirates and Treasures, Fairies and Fantasy, Books 
recreated as Movies! What a spectacle of costume, 
character and drama we had for our Book Week Parade. 
Smiling students and joyous cheers throughout the 
parade made it an event to remember.  Parents and 
carers joined classes for activities in reading, maths and 
buddies. The Year 6 ‘Zoo Project’ presentations were 
also another fabulous feature of our day. 

Special thanks to our wonderful library staff for another 
great Book Fair, with a red hot line of book sales, and 
also to the P&C for providing tea and coffee with 
scrumptious home baked goodies for our families. 

PS. Mrs Trunchbull has been returned to the set of 
MATILDA after realising our students are too clever for 
her!  

Planned and Scheduled Maintenance of our 
Buildings 

Work is continuing on our buildings with the majority of 
the major roofing works now complete. Exterior painting 
is well underway and is on schedule for completion over 
the remainder of term. The workers will then move to the 
Parsonage building to complete painting and guttering. 
While there some fencing and scaffolding remaining to 
complete these works, we thank you for your patience 
and observations of the closed off areas.  

Singleton Public School Facebook Page 

Our official school Facebook Page has launched with our 
likes approaching 200. The page is celebrating the 
amazing things that happen at SPS and upcoming 
events. App notifications are also now linked to the page 
and will appear as posts with a large school emblem logo 
as the picture. If you haven’t like our school page - 
search Facebook for Singleton Public School and hit the 
like button.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Friday August 31st – DUGS Day Breakfast and Dress as 
a Farmer 

What does DUGS day stand for?  

Dad, Uncle, Grandad, Stepdad or Significant male.  A 
combined school and P&C event for students to invite 
their important male (DUGS) to breakfast to celebrate 
Father’s Day. Come and join us for breakfast and 
playground activities from 7am-9am. Information was 
sent home last week and further details have been 
added to the event on our Facebook page. 

We are also raising money for the local ‘Doin it Tough’  
campaign for our local farmers. Students can come  
dressed as a farmer on DUGS Day for a gold coin donation. 

Ms Deanne Brown 
Principal 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday 
28 August 

Year 4 Sydney Excursion depart SPS 6.30 am-6.45 
am 
Kirkland Cup at Cook Park 

Wednesday 
29 August 

Year 4 Sydney Excursion 
Year 6 to Town Library 11.30 - 12.30 pm  

Thursday 
30 August 

 
Year 4 Sydney Excursion returns approximately 
5.45 pm 
Public Speaking Competition at Muswellbrook South 
PS  
 

Friday 
31 August 

DUGS Day Breakfast at SPS starting 7.00 am 
please return RSVP back to school 

The Week 5 assembly will be held at the starting time of 
12.45pm. The Athletics Carnival ribbons and medallions will be 

presented. 
 

The Week  6 assembly will be hosted by KL at the starting time 
of 12.45 pm.   

Monday 
3 September 

Tennis Workshop Years 3-5 held at school 
Year 4 Girl Talk notes and payment due at office 

Tuesday 
4 September 

 
Year 4 Girl Talk starting at 9.20 am 
Tennis Workshop K-2 held at school 
 

Wednesday 
5 September 

3/4Z, 4B, 4/5R to Town Library 1.00 - 2.00 pm 
P&C Meeting 6.00 pm 

Thursday 
6 September 

Year 3 to Town Library 1.00 - 2.00 pm  

Friday 
7 September 

School Fete 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 
All Kinder 2019 enrolment and transition forms to be 
returned to Office 
Stage 1 HV Zoo note and payment due 

Monday 
10 September 

Stage 1 Excursion to HV Zoo arrive at school by 
8.50 am  

Wednesday 
12 September 

Final Payment due for Year 3 Excursion (no late 
payments can be accepted) 

Thursday 
13 September 

Year 5 Liddell Mine Tour 9.00 am - 12.00 pm 

Enter to Learn 



 

 

Enter to Learn Singleton Public School 

App messages on Facebook too! 

The School App messages are now able to be linked to the 
school Facebook account as well.  This means that if you miss a 
message, you have the opportunity to see it on Facebook as well!   

The messages that are sent from the App appear as per the 
picture to the right when they go through to Facebook.   

Debating  

Last Friday, 10 August both the Year 6 and Year 5 debating 
teams ventured to King Street Public School to debate the next 
round of the Premier's Debating Challenge. The topics chosen for 
the round were complicated to debate but both teams managed to 
think of some creative ideas which complemented their affirmative 
or negative stances. The Year Five team were strong in their 
arguments and debated outstandingly, winning their first debate of 
2018 convincingly. The Year 6 team also debated with vigour but 
were unfortunate this time and received their first loss for 2018. I 
was very proud of all the students that participated and believe 
that each of them can create arguments quickly and efficiently - 
watch out parents!!! 

Di Merrick  
Debating Co-
ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Tournament  

On Monday, 20 August, two teams from SPS competed in a 
chess competition against 16 teams from other schools, in 
the valley.  Our senior team of Alexis ,Kaitlyn and Beth 
came 3rd overall, a great result. Our junior boys, Kayden , 
Mitchell and Noah played well and will be a force in the 
years to come. Wonderful personal results from Mitchell and 
Kaitlyn, only dropping half a point over the 7 rounds. 

Christine Launders 
Organising Teacher  

 
Year 5 Mine Tour 

Year 5 students have the opportunity to participate in the Upper Hunter Mining Dialogue Mine Tour on either  
Thursday, 13 September or Tuesday, 18 September.  The students will leave SPS at 9.00 am and return by 12.00 pm 
for bus.  

Uniform: Students must wear enclosed footwear to address Health and Safety requirements. Students must also wear 
a hat as per sun safe policy.  

Mobile Phones: Mobile phones and cameras will not be permitted on this excursion as per mine site Health & Safety 
policy. A photo opportunity for students will be offered as part of the excursion.  Permission notes have been sent 
home and need to be returned by Monday, 3 September to the class teacher. There is no cost for this excursion.  

Benita Van Der Wel 
Organising Teacher 
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Canteen Roster - Week 6 , Term 3 2018 

Mon 27/8/18  Morgan Lees, Di Cooke, Aleks Jelaca 

Tues 28/8/18 Evette Anderson 

Wed 29/8/18 Cara Roohan, Julie Thomas 

Thurs 30/8/18 Melissa Wilson, Maree Davidson, 1 more 
  helper please  

Fri  31/8/18 Rebecca and Craig Cooke, Amy Stone 

 Canteen Roster - Week 7, Term 3 2018 

Mon 3/9/18  Di Cooke, Anna Adamthwaite, Sally Menere 

Tues 4/9/18 Tony Whiting 

Wed 5/9/18 Cara Roohan, 1 more helper please 

Thurs 6/9/18 Kylie Page, Kirsten Roxburgh, 1 more helper 
  please 

Fri  7/9/18 Maxine Kolinos, 2 more helpers please 

Please advise the Canteen if you have any changes  
to your rostered day. 

Positive Behaviour for Learning – PBL Post-It 
Every fortnight our school focuses upon a new behaviour to reinforce our school values of RESPECT – RESPONSIBIL-
ITY – QUALITY. All classes engage in small discussions about the various behaviours and students are rewarded for 
acting in an appropriate manner. This fortnight’s focus is:- 

                                  **Demonstrating resilience** 

Notes that have been sent home:- 
 

 Year 3 Outdoor Experience Excursion - medical note and activity restriction form 
 DUGS Day - RSVP for Breakfast 
 Stage 1 HV Zoo permission note (payment and note due back by  Friday, 7 September) 
 Year 5 Mine Tour  
 Year 4 Final excursion note 
 

8.40 am Play 

9.10 am Morning Muster - class 
time 

11.10 am Eating time 

11.20 am Lunch 1 

11.40 am Lunch 2 

12.00 pm Middle session 

1.30 pm Recess 

2.00 pm Afternoon session 

3.10 pm Home 

Bell Times  

Phone 02 6571 2250 

Fax 02 6572 3076 

Principal Deanne Brown 

AP ES1 Christine Launders 

AP Stage 1 Samuel Johnson (Relieving) 

Singleton Pubic School Details  

AP Stage 2 Sharmyn Zeidler (Relieving) 

AP Stage 3  Katrina Hackett 

P&C Meetings First Wednesday of the Month 
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Upper Hunter Zone Athletics Carnival 

On Wednesday, 15 August dawned bright and early for the competitors, teachers and parents involved in the annual 
Upper Hunter Zone Athletics Carnival.  

The carnival was well represented by the schools from the Upper Hunter and the children competed fairly all day. Our 
school was the convenor of the carnival and we were fortunate to have Mrs Dibben, Mr Black and many capable 
parents who freely volunteered their time to judge, run the canteen and clear up at the end of the day. The High 
School sent along a team of students who capably assisted teachers at the field events that were part of the 
competition. Mrs Black and Ms Zeidler were appreciative of the invaluable assistance of all involved in the successful 
carnival. Another thanks goes to Mr Luke Grainger and St John’s Ambulance who also helped on the day. 

Our school fielded a large team of competitors: Jack , Hudson, Xavier, Harry, Lachlan, Max, Hayden, Mitchell, 
Cooper , Jhy, Hugo, Lachie, Charlie, Jai , Max, Byron, Cameron, Logan, Lachlan, Keanu, Harrison, Campbell, Taj, 
Talan, Jack, Tyler, Lachlan, Riley, Thomas, Jordan, Chelsea, Abbey, Sybella, Delilah, Abbie, Arli, Ruby, Maddison, 
Sheridyn, Sethuki, Skye, Lillyan, Paige, Tyla, Amelia, Phoebe, Ella, Regan , Siaan, Kaitlin , Hirani , Rachael ,Gemma 
and Hannah. 

They competed to the best of their abilities and conducted themselves with a great deal of responsibility throughout 
the day. Mrs Black and Ms Zeidler were proud of their sportsmanship and the way they managed their participation in 
the events throughout the day. 

As a result of the competition we have a small contingent of students representing the school as well as the zone at 
the Regional Athletics Carnival to be held at Glendale Sports Centre on 31 August 2018 starting at 8.15 am. 

These children will be representing our school at the Regional Carnival on the last day of August:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys Girls 

Hudson – 8 years 100m 

Max – 9 years 100m 

Lachlan – 11 years 100m, 11 year Discus 

Max – Senior 200m, Senior Long Jump, 12 
years 100m 

Jack – 11 years 800m 

Thomas – Junior Shot Put 

Logan – Junior Discus 

Lachlan – Senior Shot Put 

Taj – 11 years Shot Put 

Abbie – 9 years 100m 

Ella – Junior Shot Put 

Kaitlyn – Senior Shot Put, Senior Discus 

Hirani – Senior High Jump 
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Before and After School Safety Reminders 

We ask that parents and students observe the safety precautions when arriving at and leaving from school. 

MORNINGS: 

 Students are not to arrive before 8.40 am 

 Supervision commences at 8.40 am 

 Students who arrive to school on an early bus before the morning play bell MUST sit on the steps outside the 
kindergarten classrooms and wait until morning bell rings - NO PLAY 

 Students may place their bags at their class location after 8.40 am 

AFTERNOONS: 

 Students must leave the school grounds via the appropriate gates on Hunter or Elizabeth Streets. Carpark and 
driveway gates are not to be used by students or parents 

 Students catching a bus must report to bus lines immediately after being dismissed from class 

 Students and parents must use the Hunter and Elizabeth Street Pedestrian Crossings to cross the road. 
Teachers assist at these crossings to keep our students safe. Please DO NOT call children across the road 
from the footpath on the other side, between cars or in the middle of the road. The streets are congested during 
this time and the crossings are the safest place to cross, even if it means walking a little bit further. 

Year 4 Sydney Excursion 

Students are to arrive at the Elizabeth Street entrance between 6.30 am and 6.45 am on Tuesday, 28 August. We will 
be leaving at 7.00 am. There is no need to be at school before 6.30 am.  

Excursion requirements:  

School Uniform: Students are required to wear full school uniform for the excursion outings and must have a school 
hat to wear for safety purposes.  

Backpack with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea (for the first day only), drink bottle, school hat, pocket money (up 
to $40), camera (no IPODS, IPADS, phones or DS are to be brought on the excursion), raincoat, sunscreen, tissues.  

Overnight bag with two spare uniforms, pyjamas, toiletries (toothbrush/paste, soap, comb, brush, hair elastics, roll-on 
deodorant etc.), plastic bags for dirty clothes, pocket money (up to $40 only) for purchasing opportunities at The 
Australian Museum and Taronga Zoo, cuddle toy, possibly a book or small game. 

Medications : Medication needs to be handed to the teachers prior to getting on the bus. Medications must be in 
labelled packaging or a Webster pack filled out at the Chemist. Permission for medications must also have been 
completed.  

Beds : Upon arrival at the accommodation the children will be required to make their own beds. Could parents please 
ensure that their child is able to make a bed from scratch with two flat sheets, by providing them with practice before 
the trip. The teachers will be inspecting the beds before dinner on the first night. 

Behaviour : Whilst we are not expecting any problems please be aware that poor behaviour during the excursion will 
not be tolerated. Any child misbehaving, refusing to follow instructions, being disrespectful to adults etc. will have their 
parents/carers contacted and asked to come to Sydney to collect their child. There is also a fifty dollar fine imposed 
by the accommodation venue for any noise or disruptive behaviour during the night. This will be passed on to the 
families involved. 

Students will return to school on Thursday, 30 August, 2018 at approximately 5.45 pm.  The School App will provide 
updates on the time of arrival. In case of emergency whilst we are away, please contact the school office during 
school hours or phone 0476 838560 after school hours. 

Sharmyn Zeidler and Cathy Black  
Organising Teachers 

Stage 1 Hunter Valley Zoo Excursion 

As part of the Stage One current Science unit, Living Things, Stage One students will visit the Hunter Valley Zoo on 
Monday, 10 September 2018. Students and teachers will travel to and from the Zoo by bus.  

Children must be at school by 8.30 am as buses will leave school at 9.00 am SHARP and will return to school by 3.10 
pm.  The cost will be $24.00 per student.  Permission notes and money must be sent to the office no later than 12.30 
pm Friday, 7 September 2018.  Due to the large number of zoo staff and SPS staff, parent helpers won’t be required 
on this excursion. Children will need their sports uniform, shoes (joggers), hat and sunscreen, recess, lunch and their 
drink bottle. Please ensure you have returned your child’s Medical Information Sheet that was sent home earlier this 
year. If you require another sheet, please notify your teacher.          
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DUGS Day 

Dads, uncles, grandads, step dad or significant males (DUGS) day will be celebrated on Friday, 31 August. There will 
be a Father’s Day breakfast starting 7.00 am.   Also during this day we will be raising money and donations for our 
local farmers. We are looking for donations such as household goods, toiletries, gift vouchers and non-perishable 
items. All donated items can be left at Mrs B’s room (4/5R classroom).  The children can dress up as a farmer to show 
our support for a gold coin donation on this day.  We will also be selling DUGS portraits for $1.00 each.   

Year 3 Outdoor Education Experience Excursion - Final Cost 

The final cost for the Year 3 Outdoor Education Experience Excursion is $195.00 minus the $50.00 deposit. All 
outstanding payments of $145.00 must be paid to the office by 12.30 pm on Wednesday, 12 September 2018.  

Class Donations for Fete 

 KDM are after donations of Lemons, Oranges, Mandarins and small jars. Donations can be left at the KDM 
classroom.  

 KS are running a handicraft and gift basket stall. They are after donations of handicraft eg: peg dolls, finger 
puppets, sock puppets, gift tags, bookmarks, paper windmills, handmade cards, knitted items, handmade soaps 
and candles, bangles and necklaces, earrings, Christmas decorations, hand towels and knitted coat hangers. A 
major hit at the fete is slime and putty.   

 KL, 2J, 2PD are running a cake stall.  They are after donations of homemade cakes and sweets. Please label all 
ingredients on packaging and refrain from using nuts.  

 1S are after donations of any unwanted/pre loved items for their Trash and Treasure. Please do not send in any 
electrical goods. Examples include Soft toys, books, games and jig saws. 

 1H and 1LF are after donation of clean stuffed toy for their book and bear packs and one or two of the following 
lollies - Plain freddo frogs, jellybeans, snakes, sour worms.   

 3A are after donations of fur baby toys, treats and items to spoil your pooche.  

 4B and 3/4Z are after donations of bags or blocks of chocolate for their side show alley. 

 4/5R are running a bottle stall (similar to Tombola). They are asking for donations of jars filled with new items as 
prizes.  

 Year 6 are in need of second hand kids clothing for their fete stall.  Donations of any clothing that your child may 
have grown out of are appreciated, however they are being very particular about the clothes they sell and  would 
only like good quality items. Please donate going out wear – not house wear/old clothes. 

 Support Unit Monster Fete Raffle. Staff and students from the Support Unit require your assistance with the 
donation of prize(s) towards our stall. They greatly appreciate your support and if you know of any local 
businesses who would like to contribute towards our stall, please pass on the information. Some examples of 
prizes needed include: - Toys, vouchers, anything for children, candles, movie tickets, Big W/Coles/Woolworths/
Bunnings vouchers 

Year  4 Girl Talk 2018 

GIRL Talk ©.  is relatively new program developed by Community Health Initiatives and is presented by Susie 
Blackwood, registered nurse - midwife. This program provides an excellent opportunity for the students to ask 
questions and to discuss these sensitive topics in a safe environment. Susie has been invited to present to Year 4 girls 
in Term Three on Tuesday, 4 September 2018. If you are interested in your child participating in the session, please 
complete a permission slip and make payment to the front office by Monday, 3 September 2018. 

Appointments with Teachers 

Due to the many commitments of our teaching staff before and after school, it is asked that if you have any concerns 
regarding your child, please contact the office to leave a message for your child’s teacher to contact you.  The 
mornings are often used for lesson preparation and there are often times when staff need to get away as soon as the 
afternoon bell goes for after-school meetings, appointments, etc.  
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Monster Raffle Pre Sale Tickets  
 

The Support Unit are running a Monster Raffle at this years fete. Raffle tickets are being sent home with this weeks 
newsletter and they only cost $1 each. Please clearly write your name and phone number on each ticket and return 
them with your money to the Support Unit. 
 
Here are some of the fabulous prizes that you could win for only $1 per ticket :- 
Garmin Vivo fit 2, Repco Blade 60cm Mountain bike, Mambo Stunt Scooter, Magical Cubby house, Moki head phones, 
children's wheelbarrow, Bliss Gift voucher, Big W voucher plus many more prizes. 
 
Also, if you would like to donate a prize towards the raffle, please drop them off at the Support Unit. 
 
Thankyou  
Elaine Bunnemeyer 
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PSSA Golf 

On Monday, 13 August, Edie , Max , Kaitlin (all Year 6) 
and Taj (Year 5) attended the Hunter PSSA Golf trials 
held at Newcastle Golf Club. 

Only 7 students from the entire Hunter Region were se-
lected to represent the Hunter PSSA side in Sydney in 
September, and all 4 of our SPS students were selected 
in the side! 

This is a massive achievement for one school to have 
such a great representation of students. 

Congratulations to you all and good luck in September! 

 

St Caths Netball Gala Day 

An amazing time was had by all of our wonderful stu-
dents that attended the St Catherines Netball Gala Day last Friday. In total 8 junior and senior teams represented Sin-
gleton Public School; the students were all well behaved and demonstrated sportsmanship and zest throughout the day. 
A big thank you to the brilliant umpires from the High School who help us on the day - we couldn't have done it without 
you! Also a MASSIVE shout out of thanks to the parents and guardians who supported the students and teachers. Until 
next year.....! 

Mrs Merrick 
Organising Teacher 
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Book Fair and Open Day 
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Tell Them from Me Survey 

I am delighted that this term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, will participate in a Department of 
Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey measures factors that are known to 
affect academic achievement and other student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, 
engagement and effective teaching practices.  

You may remember that our students also participated in a Tell Them From Me student survey in Term 1 this year. 
Asking students to complete the survey twice in one year allows us to identify trends in student responses as well as 
track engagement and motivation across the school year. 

The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick feedback on what they think 
about school life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. More than 
6,300 schools in Australia and around the world have used Tell Them From Me to survey 5.4 million students. Captur-
ing the voices of our students will help improve how we do things at our school.  

More information about the survey is available at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au. 

I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. The survey is conducted online and will typically take less than 30 
minutes to complete. It will be administered during school hours between 27 August and 26 October. Participating in 
the survey is entirely voluntary. 

A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the survey is being sent home in the coming weeks with students. 
If you do not want your child or children to participate, please return the form to school by the date advertised on the 
upcoming letter.  Copies of the form and FAQs are available from: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-
parents. 

The consent form and FAQs are available in 23 languages. 
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Congratulations to our assembly award winners for Term 3, Week 4 2018 

CLASS AWARD RECIPIENTS K - 6 

Assembly Awards 

KDM Penelope  
Mila  KL Lincoln  

KS Layla  
Jenny  1LF Marley  

Addison  

1S Eloise  
Hunter  1H Adysin  

Jaek  

2J Liam  
Millie  2L Vincent  

Matthew            Kristy  

2PD Sybella  
Anthony  3A 

Ella  
Cooper  
Noah  

3C 
Jaxon  
Ewan  
Cohen  

4B 
Cohen  
Taneesha  
Lilly                   Bailey  

3/4Z 
Noah  
Amelia  
Ruby  

4/5R 
Jackson  
Regan  
Harrison  

5K 
Jacob  
Jake  
Chloe  

5S 
Erica  
Charlie  
Phoebe  

6D 
Samuel  
Max  
Nathan  

6M 
Tasma  
Alicia                 Tahi  
Ethan                 Alex  

7B Stevie  7W Damian , Duke  

Singleton Stars  

Early Stage 1 Mila  Stage 1 James  

Stage 2 Atreyu  Stage 3 Chloe  

Super Citizens  

KL Blake  3C Keyori  

1H Jazmyn  4B Jessica  

2L Cailin  6M Ethan  
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Classwork by 1FL 

 

Can we give you a hand ? 
 

 


