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Solid Academic Growth 

The Department of Education has an application 
(SCOUT) that plots the achievements of cohorts 
over multiple years based on NAPLAN and other 
standardised testing. One of the scales recorded 
measures the value-added growth for students from 
Kindergarten to Year 3. It is pleasing to report that 
our school has had upwards growth each year over 
the past seven years.  

Similar results have been achieved measuring 
growth between Year 3 to 5; and Year 5 to 7. While 
these results are pleasing we will not be resting on 
our laurels; in fact the school will shortly be 
developing our next three year plan to take us 
through to 2020 to ensure that we maintain and 
extend these pleasing results. 

Tell Them For Me Survey 

Our school, like many other public schools in the 
state, will participate in a Department of Education 
initiative: the Tell Them From Me survey. The survey 
measures factors that are known to affect academic 
achievement and other student outcomes. The focus 
of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, 
engagement and effective teaching practices. To 
access the Singleton Public School parent survey 
please use the following address https://
nsw.tellthemfromme.com/cx6w2 . 

Holidays & Term 4 

At the commencement of Term 4 both Mrs Hackett 
and I will be taking leave. Mrs Launders will assume 
the mantle of Relieving Principal until my return. Mrs 
Scoles will step up to act as Assistant Principal Early 
Stage 1 and Mr Johnson will be covering Mrs Hackett’s 
leave as Assistant Principal Stage 1. 

Friday will be the last day of Term 3 for 2017. All students 
and staff will be returning on Monday, 9 October for the 
commencement of Term 4. I hope that everyone is able 
to spend quality time with their children over the coming  
two weeks. 

 

David Crowe  
Principal 

Calendar of Events 

Wednesday 
20 
September 

Sporting Schools concludes 
Kinder Singleton Show note due back to school 

Friday 
22 
September 

Last day of Term 3 
Kinder Singleton Show excursion leaving SPS at 
9.30 am 

Monday 
9 October 

First day of Term 4 

Tuesday 
10 October 

SHS Road Show 9.30 to 11.00 am  

Friday 
13 October 

Kinder “Small Steps” Transition program 
commences 

This weeks assembly will be hosted by 3N at the starting 
time of 12.45 pm.  

Monday 
16 October 

Intensive Swimming note and payment due back at 
school 

Wednesday 
18 October 

State Athletics 

Thursday 
19 October 

State Athletics 

Friday 
20 October 

Concert Band Rehearsal at SHPS 

Enter to Learn 

 

School Security  
 

1300 880 021 
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School Disco 

The school disco was held last Tuesday, 12 September. Pictured below are the winners from the disco. Well done 
children there were some great masks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Farm Visit  

Last Wednesday,13 September, Kindergarten had not one but TWO farm visit excursions! 

Setting off on the bus at 9:30 am, we soon arrived at the McNamara family market garden. Mr and Mrs McNamara 
showed us all the delicious vegetables they grow on their farm and how they keep them cool in their giant cool room 
so they are still fresh when they get to the market – as far away as Newcastle – and sometimes even Sydney! 

Mr McNamara showed us the different machines they use to help sow many seeds at once, including a demonstration 
of how the tractor plants the young plants into the prepared soil. Mr McNamara said that Old Mr McNamara 
sometimes has to get up at 2 am to start work! It’s hard work being a farmer! 

After a thank you to the McNamara family, we climbed back onto the bus and travelled out to the Algie family Dairy 
farm. We refreshed ourselves with morning tea before braving the wind and walking out to see Mr Algie’s pigs. The 
sow had many piglets. They were very cute – but smelly! 

Mr Algie then took us over to the milking shed and showed us how the milking machine attaches to the cows teats so 
they can be milked. It is much easier now than in the olden days when they had to do it by hand! We saw and touched 
the nice cool vat that chills and stores the milk for the milk truck, just before a hay ride with Mr Algies tractor! What a 
treat! 

Close to 1 pm, We climbed back upon the bus, windswept and exhausted, but 
exhilarated by the new experiences of the farm visits. 

We would like to thank the McNamara family and Algie family for their time and 
hospitality when we visited them. It is greatly appreciated and Kindergarten students 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Meg Drinan 
Teacher 
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  Canteen Roster - Week 1 Term 4 2017 

Mon 9/10/17  Teagan Hartcher, Di Cooke, Carolyn Martin 

Tues 10/10/17 Lynda Damstra 

Wed  11/10/17 Sarah Land, Melissa Muddiman, Julie  
  Thomas 

Thurs 12/10/17 Nicole Furness, Kylie Broadbent, Cara 
Roohan 

Fri  13/10/17 Paula Stokes, Jen Andrews, Lauren Hales 

 Please advise the Canteen if you have any changes  
to your rostered day. 

Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop has now relocated to Lowes at Singleton Square.  
They are currently selling uniforms in-store and have now introduced 
an online ordering system at http://www.lowes.com.au. 

Positive Behaviour for Learning – PBL Post-It 
Every fortnight our school focuses upon a new behaviour to reinforce our school values of RESPECT – RESPONSIBIL-
ITY – QUALITY. All classes engage in small discussions about the various behaviours and students are rewarded for 
acting in an appropriate manner. This fortnight’s focus is:- 

“Respecting the school environment”    

Parent Online Payment Advice - send to school office 
 

Student Name:  ______________________  Class:  ____________________ 
Total Paid:  _________________________  Date:  ____________________ 
Description of Payment: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Online Payment Receipt number:  _______________________ 
Where applicable, please ensure that you also send the permission note back to the class teacher. 

8.40 am Play 

9.10 am Morning Muster - class 
time 

11.10 am Eating time 

11.20 am Lunch 1 

11.40 am Lunch 2 

12.00 pm Middle session 

1.30 pm Recess 

2.00 pm Afternoon session 

3.10 pm Home 

Bell Times  

Phone 02 6571 2250 

Fax 02 6572 3076 

Principal David Crowe 

AP ES1 Christine Launders 

AP Stage 1 Katrina Hackett 

Singleton Pubic School Details  

AP Stage 2 Rachel Nichols 

AP Stage 3  Robyn Edgar 

P&C Meetings First Wednesday of the Month 
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K-2 Sports Carnival 

The K-2 Sports Carnival was held on Friday,15 September.  The students had a great day participating in all events. 
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Year 3 Outdoor Experience Excursion 

On Thursday, 14 September Year 3 set off on their first overnight school adventure. The students were excited to 
participate in the activities and take part in camp life.  

On arrival 3N had the terrifying Giant Swing for their first activity. Zoe bravely volunteered to demonstrate just how 
high the swing was raised. 3A had fun on the dual flying fox where Jasmine and Nesha excitedly took part as the first 
participants. Afterwards students took part in archery, high ropes and the multi climb. 

After many fun-filled activities the students participated in the ‘County Fair’ where rides and stalls were held before 
stories were shared around the campfire. 

The next day students continued with archery, the multi climb, the dual flying fox and the giant swing before packing 
up and departing camp. 

Both Mrs Alaban and Mrs Nichols would like to thank the students for their wonderful behaviour and their willingness 
to push past personal limits. 

All students and staff had a great time. 

Rachel Nichols and Cheryl Alaban 
Year 3 Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McDonalds Book donation 

Thank you to McDonalds Singleton for the donation of library books 
for our school library.  

 

 

PSSA Cricket 

Congratulations to Kaitlyn Van Zyl who has 
been selected to represent the Hunter Region 
at the State Carnival in Cricket in Maitland 
from Monday, 30 October - Thursday, 2 
November 2017. Well done Kaitlin! 
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Intensive Swimming 

All children in Year 2 and selected Years 3/4 students will be attending an Intensive Learn-to-Swim campaign in 
Weeks 3 and 4 of Term 4 (Monday, 23 October until Friday, 3 November 2017).  This will occur every school day 
during these two weeks.  This intensive program is a NSW Department of Education initiative; therefore, it is a 
recommended program for all Year 2 children.  We believe that every child should be able to swim at least 25 metres 
with correct breathing.  An intensive swimming program is of vital importance for your child because of our Australian 
lifestyle and allows them to enjoy water sports with safety. 

The cost will be $80.00 for the two weeks (includes lessons and bus). Please forward permission notes back to school 
as soon as possible.  The whole amount needs to be paid by Monday, 16 October - before the commencement of the 
program.  You may prefer to start paying $5.00 or $10.00 per week so it is all paid beforehand.  Refunds will not be 
possible as the Centre has organised the professional swimming teachers and they have a no refund policy.  However, 
if you advise the school the week before that your child will not be attending, numbers can be changed with the pool 
and a refund should be able to be forwarded to you.  Unfortunately, memberships/season tickets at the Gym & Swim 
Centre are not valid for learn to swim programs.  

Children will be tested and put into groups according to their ability.  The better swimmers will receive squad coaching 
while others may receive coaching on breathing and stroke technique, as well as activities to develop strength and 
stamina in the water.  Therefore it is expected that ALL students participate in the program.  Please note: Day 9 will be 
the assessing day and Day 10 will be Safety Day - please ensure children bring long pants and long sleeve top to 
swim in (no goggles) on this day. 

We welcome any parents/carers who can assist with the program. Please indicate below the session and days you are 
available. You do not have to instruct but assist the professional instructors.  

The session times for the two weeks are as follows:   

Monday to Friday  

Group 1 (2L, 2PD) 12.30 – 1.15 pm 

Group 2 (2J, 3/4) 1.15 – 2.00 pm 

The Gym and Swim requires any volunteers to have a current Working with Children Check. If you do not have a 
check, you are able to apply for one online and then have it completed at Services NSW. Simply go to http://
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/Working-with-children/working-with-children-check, complete the online application 
form, selecting the category Volunteer Worker.  You will then be issued with an application number.  Take this number 
and paperwork to the Services NSW with your 100 point check documents (eg Birth Certificate (70 points) and Driver’s 
Licence (40 points).  Once a Working with Children Check number is issued (it may take a few days) please bring a 
copy into the school.  If you have any queries about this see the office staff.    

If you need assistance financing this program please contact Mrs Kerrie Burns in the school office.  All requests are 
strictly confidential and must be made at least two weeks prior to the commencement of the program.  Payments can 
be made to the school by Parent Online Payment, cash, cheque, EFTPOS or credit card.  

Kinder Singleton Show visit 

On Friday, 22 September 2017, Kindergarten students are invited to take a look at the normal activities for schools at 
the Singleton Show. Children must come to school in the morning and be marked off the roll for the day. 

The children will walk to the Showground via the Church Street entrance leaving school at 9.30 am and returning by 
12.00 pm (approximately).   

Children will need to wear full school uniform, a hat, sunscreen, bring fruit/snack and a drink for recess. Children will 
have lunch when they return to school. Please pack this in a plastic bag marked with your child’s name. Parents are 
most welcome to accompany us and help with supervision. We ask that no pre-schoolers accompany parents. 
Children will not be purchasing any show bags or food on this day. All volunteers are asked to respect this decision.  

Please return the Kindergarten Singleton Show Visit note by today Wednesday, 20 September. 
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Classwork by 1F 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


