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Week 5 Term 2 QUALITY   RESPECT   RESPONSIBILITY 24 MAY 2017 

Canberra Excursion 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the 
Canberra excursion for 2017. It was a wonderful 
trip for all involved – even the weather was great 
(for most of the trip). Special thanks to our parent 
helpers on the excursion Mrs Maher, Mrs Little, Mr 
Wilson, Mr Della Ca and Mr Earnshaw. 

A special vote of thanks to Mr Ian Saxby for his 
work behind the scenes ensuring that our excursion 
was a success and that any issues were quickly 
and efficiently managed. Finally thank you to our 
great Year 6 teachers, Mrs Dibben and Mrs 
Merrick, for your organisation and for giving up a 
week away from your families – your commitment is 
greatly appreciated. 

Eisteddfod Success 

Congratulations to Erin (Year 2) for her recent 
success at a local eisteddfod for winning her 
section of the individual instrumentalist. Erin 
participates in our school’s band program and has 
been working hard throughout this year.  

Primary Ethics 

Singleton Public School previously offered Primary 
Ethics classes as a nominated alternative to 
Special Religious Education (SRE). It is anticipated 
that Primary Ethics will soon be available to our 
students as a new trained presenter is becoming 
available. Families with students that do not attend 
SRE will be provided the opportunity to participate 
in Primary Ethics in the near future. 

Stage 2 Excursions 

Notes for both the Year 3 and Year 4 excursions 
have been sent home earlier this term. Due to the 
change in management systems all parents are 
requested to pay their deposits of $50.00 as soon 
as possible. To help our administration staff in 
managing these events, we ask that only the 
deposits be paid at this time.  

Welcome 

We have had a number of new students commence at our 
school. Welcome to Oscar, Lynkin, Jack and Maddison.   

David Crowe  
Principal 

 

Calendar of Events 

Friday 
26 May 

PSSA Girls Netball to play KSPS at Rose Point Park 
PSSA Rugby Union Hunter Trials 9.30 am at 
Gateshead 

Tuesday 
30 March 

ICAS-Science exam 

Friday 
2 June 

Eat it to Beat it seminar in the Library from 9.30 am 
to 11.00 am 

Monday 
5 June 

School Photos - full school uniform. Return photo 
envelope and payment on the day. 
Office closed for staff photo 8.30 - 9.00 am 
Student Council and House Captains to be at school 
at 8.50 am for 9.00 am photo. 

Tuesday 
6 June 

Knights Competition U/10s Rugby League 

Wednesday 
7 June 

P&C Meeting 6.00 pm in school library 

Friday 
9 June 

Hunter Life Van payment and note due back to 
school 

Monday 
12 June 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 
14 June 

Life Education Van  

Thursday 
15 June 

Life Education Van 
Science Day at Muswellbrook –to be confirmed 

Friday 
16 June 

Life Education Van 
Science Day at Muswellbrook - to be confirmed 
Year 3 Outdoor Experience deposit due 

There is no assembly this Friday due to the HSC seminar day. 

Monday 
19 June 

Life Education Van 

Tuesday 
20 June 

Life Education Van  
BandLink 2017 held at Broadmeadow 

Wednesday 
21 June  

Life Education Van 
BandLink 2017 held at Broadmeadow 

Thursday 
22 June 

Life Education Van 
Debating Day held in school hall 

Thursday 
25 May 

BandLink payment and note due back to school 

Enter to Learn 

Eat it to Beat It 

The school is holding an Eat it to Beat free Fruit and Vegetable 
Sense Workshop on Friday, 2 June at 9.30 am to 11.00 am.  This 
free workshop is run by the Cancer Council NSW. They will help you 
save time and money, making healthy meals and clever ways to 
entice fussy eaters.  If you are interested in attending this workshop 
please RSVP to the school office by Wednesday, 30 May.     
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Payments to School 

As stated in earlier newsletters, the Department of Education are introducing a new computer system for schools to 
use for finance, attendance, enrolments, health and wellbeing, etc.  At Singleton Public School, this system will “Go 
Live” at the start of Term 3.  Therefore the school will not be able to take payments between 18 and 24 July 2017. 

In the lead up to this transition period, could all parents/carers please ensure that all payments are finalised before 
Friday, 23 June.  This includes any voluntary contributions that you would like to pay for the year, P&C Levy 
payments, excursion deposits, visiting show payments and band instrument hire Statement of Accounts will be sent 
home again towards the end of the term. 

Your understanding in this matter is appreciated. 

Canberra 2017! 

Wow! What a week! 

60 beautiful, well behaved, energetic students left last 
Monday, May 15, morning for the annual Year 6 Excursion to 
Canberra. The week was full of exciting adventures involving 
mad science experiments, feeding Sumatran Tigers, free 
falling in fashionable orange jumpsuits, disco bowling, secret 
library stories, holding debates, watching puppets, eating 
breakfast in silence, getting up at 5.30 am every morning, 
facing fears and having fun!  

All of the Year Six children who attended had an amazing time 
and are looking forward to sharing their experiences next 
week in assembly.  

A MASSIVE SHOUT OUT  to the WONDERFUL parents that accompanied the children on the trip! We couldn't have 
done it without you! 

The Cool Kids in Team 6  

Zone Cross Country 

On Tuesday, 16 May, a strong team of runners drove up the valley to Muswellbrook to attend 
the 2017 Zone Cross Country which was held in the park behind Muswellbrook Public School. 
The course was well set out and offered a range of terrain to test out the cross country running 
skills of all entrants. 

Unfortunately Year 6 students were unable to represent our school at zone as they were 
gallivanting around Canberra in their version of the cross country! 

These are the children who represented our school : 

8/9 years - Xavier, Hunter, Campbell, Phoebe, Jasmine, Amelia  

10 years  - Caleb, Charlie, Lachlan, Lillyan, Chelsea, Tyla  

11 years -  Max, Hamish, Clancy, Kaitlin, Abbie, Lucy 

12/13 years - times were submitted - Oliver, Isaak, Joel, Ella, Jordan, Holly 

I had the pleasure of being the teacher representing Singleton Public School and was able to 
have prime position watching the children run the course. All the children tried their very best and 
at the end of the competition were pleased to achieve their own personal goals. 

There was some tough competition and these speedy children from our school will represent the 
Upper Hunter Zone at Cessnock on Friday, 2 June. The children were given their carnival 
information on the completion of their races. 

Congratulations to: Phoebe (4th), Caleb (5th), Lachie  (6th). 

Many of the other children came in the first ten or twenty and I was proud to see them trying so 
hard. Muswellbrook Public School won the points score for the day followed by Singleton Heights 
and Scone. 

Sharmyn Zeidler   
Organising Teacher 
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  Canteen Roster - Week 6 Term 2 2017 

Mon 29/5/17  Cynthia Roffey, Angie Trowbridge 

Canteen opened until  

12.00 pm on Mondays  

Tues 30/5/17 Lynda Damstra, Melissa Wilson  

Wed 31/5/17 Claire Elgar, Morgan Lees 

Thurs 1/6/17 Maree Davidson, Karen Patton, 1 more 
helper please 

Fri  2/6/17 Kate Howe, Renee Mouser, Maxine Kolinos 

Please advise the Canteen if you have any changes to your rostered 
day. 

Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop has now relocated to Lowes at Singleton Square.  
They are currently selling uniforms in-store and have now introduced 
an online ordering system at http://www.lowes.com.au. 

Positive Behaviour for Learning – PBL Post-It 
Every fortnight our school focuses upon a new behaviour to reinforce our school values of RESPECT – RESPONSIBIL-
ITY – QUALITY. All classes engage in small discussions about the various behaviours and students are rewarded for 
acting in an appropriate manner. This fortnight’s focus is:- 

“ Respectful people help each other ”    

Parent Online Payment Advice - send to school office 
 

Student Name:  ______________________  Class:  ____________________ 
Total Paid:  _________________________  Date:  ____________________ 
Description of Payment: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Online Payment Receipt number:  _______________________ 
Where applicable, please ensure that you also send the permission note back to the class teacher. 

8.40 am Play 

9.10 am Morning Muster - class 
time 

11.10 am Eating in Class 

11.20 am Lunch 1 

11.40 am Lunch 2 

12.00 pm Middle session 

1.30 pm Recess 

2.00 pm Afternoon session 

3.10 pm Home 

Bell Times  

Phone 02 6571 2250 

Fax 02 6572 3076 

Principal David Crowe 

AP ES1 Christine Launders 

AP Stage 1 Katrina Hackett 

Singleton Pubic School Details  

AP Stage 2 Rachel Nichols 

AP Stage 3  Robyn Edgar 

P&C Meetings First Wednesday of the Month 
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Stewart House 

Thank you to all families who made a donation towards the Stewart House donation drive. A total of $89.00 was 
raised by Singleton PS!  All donation and entry forms have now been forwarded to Stewart House for your chance to 
win. 

Hunter Life Van 
The ‘Healthy Harold’ Life Education Van will be at Singleton Public School from Wednesday, 14 June to Thursday 22 June 
2017. All classes will visit the van in separate sessions over this period.  Each grade follows a different program so it is 
important for children to participate each year.  The programs address many of the components and objectives within the 
NSW PD/Health/PE curriculum.  A brief outline of the program contents is:  
 
Early Stage 1 - Kindergarten - “My Body Matters”  

Healthy food choices, importance of physical activity and safety. 
Stage 1 - Year 1 – “Ready, Steady, Go” 

Body workings, safe use and storage of medicines, peer pressure and coping strategies, safety, decision making. 
Stage 1 - Year 2 – “Growing Good Friends” 

Unsafe behaviours, situations and environments, healthy food choices. 
Stage 2 - Year 3 – “bCyberwise” 

Explores cyber safety through animation, vox pops of children, relevant scenarios, discussion and problem solving. 
Stage 2 – Year 4 – “Mind Your Medicine” 

Safe and unsafe situations, medicines and consequence of misuse, peer influence and friendship, positive 
communication. 

Stage 3 - Year 5 – “On the Case” 
Short and long term effects of smoking, effects of passive smoking, laws, peer influence and refusal skills.  

Stage 3 - Year 6 – “Think Twice” 
Consequences of alcohol use and misuse, stay safe situations and refusal skills, laws controlling purchase and use. 

 
The cost is $10.00 per child.  Permission notes and money must be paid to the class teacher no later than 12.30 pm on 
Friday, 9 June.  This enables the office staff to compile reports of payment for the class teachers.  Please contact Mrs 
Kerrie Burns in the school office if you are in need of financial assistance – all enquiries are strictly confidential. The Hunter 
Life Van is covered by Supercover, therefore if you have paid Supercover there is no need to pay for this event. 
 
HAROLD PRODUCTS - The separate form attached to the permission note is a list of the items that children can purchase 
directly from the van.  The money for these purchases must be put in an envelope with their name, class and what they 
want to purchase and sent in on their allocated day which will be advised in the school newsletter. Any separate tax 
deductible donations, as per the attached form, (not including the $10.00 per child entry) is to be by cheque made out to Life 
Education NSW and attached to that particular return slip.  We will forward it on to Life Education and they will forward you a 
receipt. 

Bandlink 2017 

Our school has been invited to participate in BandLink 2017. 

BandLink will provide Singleton Public School band students with quality instrumental coaching by tutors who are well 
qualified and ensemble experience with experienced conductors. It will all occur in a fun and supportive environment.  

These days are fantastic and lots of fun! Your child will learn so much and gain a lot more experience from these 
days. 

The 2 day workshop will conclude with a concert at 1.00 pm. There will be no charge for entry to the concert. 

The cost will be $65.00 per child (this covers both days) and the school is providing the bus. 

Where: Newcastle Racecourse, Broadmeadow 

When: Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 21 June 2017 

Cost: $65 (due Thursday, 25 May) 

Time: The workshops run from 9.00 am- 3.00 pm each day. The bus will leave around 7.00 -7.30 am (bus time to be 
confirmed closer to the day). 

The money needs to be paid by Thursday, 25 May as exact numbers need to be given to the coordinator. Once they 
know how many children have paid and are going, they can then organise tutors for the day.  
Kristy Dibley 
Organising Teacher 
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Korean Connection 

Last Tuesday, 16 May, 5/6I connected with our Korean buddy class. 

This was our second class with Nabeup Elementary School in South Korea, where students from each class 
described school life. 

5/6I students were amazed to learn the following about their buddy class: 

 They go for a walk through Geumsan Park every Monday morning. 

 Hello in Korean is: "Anyeonghaseyo” 

 They have school meals. 

 They attend school from 9am until 2:25pm. After school classes go until 5pm. 

 12 students in their class learn the flute during after school classes. 

 Their school motto is: Faithful, Wisely and Strongly. 

 They celebrate birthdays for 3 months, every 3 months. 

 They have a Maths and Science festival which includes robot soccer, flying drones, building bridges and towers. 

 Thank you is: “Kamsahamnida” 

 They have assembly once a month on a Monday. 

 Jump Rope is Wednesday and Friday. 

 One of the students, Sehun, is a gold medallist in Judo. 

The Connected Classroom event was also a special occasion in Korea because there were TV crews and journalists in 
the classroom at the same time to report on the success of the Connected Classroom program. In fact, our Connected 
Classroom made the TV News in Korea! 

5/6I students presented facts about our school life including band, sport, the canteen, our fete, carnivals, library, 
computer lab, robots, normal class, assembly and we performed our school song. 

Our Korean Buddies listened attentively to our presentations and even had some questions for the students at the end 
of the presentation. 

We look forward to our next Connected Classroom in a couple of weeks time. 

Change in Circumstances 

For some students, the court makes orders that change the contact parents can have with their children or the role 
they play in making decisions about their children’s education.  These can be Family Court Orders or Apprehended 
Violence Orders. Parents can also reach agreement about issues such as contact in a parenting plan. 

If this happens in your family,  it is important that you provide the school with a copy of any court orders or plan that 
could impact on your child’s education. 

In the absence of any notification to the contrary, the school will assume that both parents continue to retain a shared 
and equal parental responsibility for their children and should be involved in making any decisions regarding their 
children’s education.  

This means that the school will recognise that each parent has equal duties, obligations, responsibilities and 
opportunities in relation to matters involving the school.  

If any changes occur in your family relationships which have the potential to impact on the relationship between the 
school and your family, please advise the school immediately and provide a copy of any court orders that may be 
obtained. 

These orders will be stored securely and only accessed by staff who need to see them in order to plan for your 
children’s learning and support and related issues. 

Overdue Library Books 

Last week the library sent out reminders about outstanding library books. Overdue notices are sent out with the 
students every three weeks as a reminder to return any overdue library books. There is currently a large number of 
books outstanding, with some dating back to 2015. Therefore can parents and carers please ensure that any overdue 
books are returned as soon as possible to avoid paying extra costs to replace the books. 
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Eat it to Beat It 

The school is holding an Eat it to Beat it free Fruit and Vegetable Sense 
Workshop on Friday, 2 June at 9.30 am to 11.00 am.  This free 
workshop is run by the Cancer Council NSW. They will help you save 
time and money, making healthy meals and clever ways to entice fussy 
eaters.  If you are interested in attending this workshop please RSVP to 
the school office by Wednesday, 30 May.     

Head Lice 

The school is experiencing a problem with head lice in some classes and 
we ask that all parents check their children’s hair.   

Please check your children’s hair regularly and if you suspect anything 
please see your local pharmacist for advice on the correct treatment. 
Head lice are a regular occurrence in schools and are not a problem if 
treated quickly and efficiently.  Even if children only have eggs they 
should still be treated. 

School Photos  

In 2017 John and Tanya Parmenter will once again be taking the 
Singleton Public School School Photographs.  They are members of a 
national group (MSP Photography) of highly successful photographers 
committed to providing professional photography and personal service at 
a competitive price. 

MSP Photography use a pre-pay system for their photographic services either cash (correct money only) or you can 
also make online payments to MSP (see the instructions on the photo envelope for full details).  A personalised 
envelope was sent home to students, giving you the opportunity to order and pay for your children's photographs 
before they are taken. Please check your child’s details are correct and that names are spelt correctly – make any 
changes in red. They offer a 100% money-back guarantee if you are not completely satisfied with the photographs.   

The personalised photo envelope needs to be filled in correctly, payment enclosed or receipt number from online 
payments written on the envelope, and returned to school on the Photo Day Monday, 5 June 2017 (Week 7, Term 
2).   

Please do not misplace the envelope as it contains a shoot key that enables you to order and pay for the photos 
online and a barcode for the photographers to scan on the day. 

The correct money for each student should be placed in their individual envelope.  However, payment for all students 
in a family can be placed in one envelope.  It is important that each member of the family hands in their own 
personalised envelope to the photographer - one order per envelope please.  If you are including one payment for the 
whole family, the photo envelopes have a section towards the bottom of the envelope to include this information (eg 
“This envelope is empty, payment is enclosed with Joe Smith, 5E”).   

Student Council and House Captains to be at school at 8.50 am for 9.00 am photo. 

If ordering more than one package of photos or class photo, please indicate clearly by adding the number required 
next to the appropriate box. (eg x 2).   

Family/sibling photo envelopes are now available from the school office.  These envelopes will also need to be 
returned to school on the photo day.  The family photos are for Singleton Public School students only. 

Group photos will be taken on the day for our Student Council, School Leaders and School House Captains and Vice 
Captains. These photos are often before school. Children in these groups will need to be at school by 8.50 am and 
meet at the back of the hall, ready for the group photos at 9.00 am.  The photos will be able to be ordered 
approximately 4 weeks after the school photos. A personalised order form will be sent home once they are available 
to order with the student’s name on it and a notice will also appear in the school newsletter. 

Please note:  the school office or canteen does not handle change or money for photo day so the correct money is 
essential.  The school office closed for the staff photo from approximately 8.30 - 9.00 am. 

Full school uniform must be worn by all students, including navy socks and black shoes. 
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Year 3 Outdoor Education Excursion 

The Year 3 major excursion for 2017 is a 2-day (over-night) trip to Outdoor Education in Morisset. The excursion 
supports and enhances our study of PD/PE/Health, as well as contributing to all other areas of development. 

During the excursion we are hopeful that the following activities will be available (weather permitting):   

*High Ropes  *Multi Climb  *Night Activity (Country Fair)  *Giant Swing  *Archery  *Bush craft   *Bush walk 

Travel is by bus which will depart at 9.00 am sharp on Thursday, 14 September and return to school by 3.00 pm on 
Friday, 15 September. Full information packs will go home closer to the date of the camp. We welcome you to go 
online and find out more information at; http://www.outdoorednsw.com.au/morisset/. 

Approximately 60 students and 2 staff will attend the excursion. Due to limited accommodation facilities, we will only 
be able to take parents whose child’s medical needs require them to be present.  

APPROXIMATE COST:$185.00 (Balance of $135 can only be accepted in Term 3, please see details below.) 

This includes: coach travel, accommodation, programmed camp, qualified staff organising and managing camp 
activities, night activities, meals provided from Lunch on Day 1 to Lunch on Day 2.   

To secure a place, students are required to pay a non-refundable deposit of $50.00, which needs to be paid by 12:30 
pm on Friday, 16 June. If no deposit is paid by the due date it will be assumed that your child will not be attending. 
Please note:  Deposits of $50.00 ONLY can be taken in Term 2.  Please do not make any extra payments for 
this excursion until the new LMBR finance system is in operation at the beginning of Term 3. 

PAYMENT: The balance of money owing needs to be paid to the office by 12.30 pm on Wednesday, 30 August.  
Parents experiencing financial difficulty are encouraged to speak with their child’s teacher or Mrs Burns at the office 
with regards to the Student Assistance Program. All discussions are private and confidential. 

Student Health – Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease 

There has been reported cases of Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease (Coxsackievirus) within the school community.  
Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease is a very common viral disease of childhood which is easily passed from person to 
person.  It usually causes a mild illness. Good hygiene helps prevent infection. Please see the facts below taken from 
the NSW Government Health website:- 

What are the symptoms?  

Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease may have no symptoms 
at all or only very mild symptoms.  When symptoms do 
occur, they include blisters that start as small red dots 
which later become ulcers.  Blisters appear inside the 
cheeks, gums, sides of the tongue as well as on the 
hands and feet. Blisters usually last for seven to 10 
days.  Children can sometimes have a low fever, sore 
throat, tiredness, feel off colour and may be off their 
food for a day or two.  Very rarely, the coxsackie viruses 
can cause other illnesses that affect the heart, brain, 
lungs or eyes. 

How is it spread? 

Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease is usually spread by 
person-to-person contact ie, contaminated hands, 
secretions from the mouth or respiratory system and 
director contact with the fluid from blisters.  It usually 
takes between three and five days after contact with an 
infected person before the blisters appear. 

How long do children need to be excluded from 
school? 

Please exclude children from school until all of the 
blisters have dried. 
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Congratulations to our assembly award winners for Term 2, Week 4 2017 

CLASS AWARD RECIPIENTS K - 6 

Assembly Awards 

KM Saxon  
Laylah  KL Ava  

Flynn  

KS Eloise  
Brayden  1F Logan   

Zarleya  

1LS Hannah  
Jai  1H Violet  

Kayla  

2J Rachel  
Maddison  2L Noah  

Delilah  

2PD Sabine  
Kaden  3A 

Isabelle  
Abby  
Roman  

3N 
Paige  
Hayley  
Bailey  

4B 
Sophie  
Ryan  
Siaan  

4Z 
Byron  
Sethuki  
Lachlan  

4/5S 
Jackson  
Lachlan  
Kaeli  

5/6I 
Emma  
Edie  
Jessie  

5E 
Bridie  
Abbie  
Marcus  

6D Canberra 6M Canberra 

7B Kolby  7W  

Singleton Stars  

Early Stage 1 Saxon  Stage 1 Arli  

Stage 2 Tyler Stage 3 Kayla  

Super Citizens  

KM Cruz  3A Sanjay  

1F Hamish  4Z Jack  

2J Cohen  5-6I Harry  
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Classwork by 3N 

  

 
 


